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The Triumph of the Innocents, and was therefore unwilling to
sacrifice everything and to begin a second time on the
English canvas. Had he realized the consequences of this
decision he would have thought little of the sacrifice of a
few months* labour.

In the meantime the building of his house was steadily
progressing, and as soon as the studio was complete he took
possession of it and continued to work at his picture until
the rainy season set in, when such was the nature of the tiled
roof, and such the character of the workmen, that water
streamed into the room and collected in puddles all over the
floor, so that his picture had to be protected by tarpaulins
and work came to a standstill until the necessary steps were
taken to render the chamber proof against the drenching
rains.

Among the visitors to his studio, after these annoyances,
were about a dozen Moslem ladies, wives of one of Hunt's
neighbours, who were anxious to see the inside of the house
and the work that was in progress there. Hunt showed
them the study for his picture as well as the picture itself,
and his report of the comments made by the eldest wife
is too entertaining to be omitted. After he had related the
story of the Flight into Egypt, she set about to count the
babies and the larger figures, saying as she progressed,
11 Seventeen babies in the large picture, and several more in
the small one, with the Sit Miriam, Al Issa Messiah and Mar
Jusif. This is very well, but on the day of judgment what
will you do?"

" Ah! " replied Hunt. " I can trust only in the mercy
of the Beneficent; but why, pray, ask me that question ? "

" Because," answered the lady, " the souls of these beings
that you have made will be required of you, and what will
you say then?"